The Power of Persuasion

When you're hunting for a new job, you may not realize that your main objective is persuasion: You need to persuade members of your network to introduce you to people who might connect you with a job. You need to persuade HR professionals and recruiters to consider your résumé. You need to persuade hiring managers that you're the perfect candidate for their organizations.
Change people's behavior and way of thinking, so you can have it "your way."

Feel confident and comfortable with total strangers.

Conquer difficult people and protect yourself from manipulators.

Persuade your boss to give you a promotion and raise, all while he thinks it's his idea.

"The most effective persuaders are the least obvious. And they know how to get under your skin because the rules of persuasion are similar, regardless of who is doing the selling or what they're pitching.

In persuasive or argumentative writing, we try to convince others
to agree with our facts, share our values,
accept our argument and conclusions,
and adopt our way of thinking. 
Here are some strategies to complete a persuasive writing assignment:
Write out the questions in your own words. 

· Think of the questions posed in the assignment
while you are reading and researching. Determine

· facts

· any sources that will help you determine their reliability 
(as well as for further reference)

· what prejudices lie in the argument
or values that color the facts or the issue

· what you think of the author's argument

· List out facts; consider their importance:
prioritize, edit, sequence, discard, etc.
Ask yourself "What's missing?"

· What are the "hot buttons" of the issue?
List possible emotions/emotional reactions and recognize them for later use 
 Persuasive writing attempts to convince the reader that the point of view or course of action recommended by the writer is valid. To accomplish this, the writer must develop a limited topic which is well defined and debatable, that is has more than one side. It is important that the author understand other sides of the position so that the strongest information to counter the others can be presented. In the essay, only one side of the issue is presented. 
     Like all kinds of five paragraph essays, there is a specific format to be followed. 
· The topic sentence cannot be a fact as facts cannot be debated. It should be a statement of position. That position must be clear and direct. This statement directs the readers to follow along with your logic towards the specific stated conclusion that you want them to support. Do not make it personal so do not use personal pronouns. Make it definitive. 
· Then, in the same introductory paragraph, state the three best reasons that you have to support your position as the remainder of the opening paragraph. These reasons become the topics of each of the three supporting paragraphs. Again, be sure they are able to be supported with additional separate facts. 

· In the body of the essay, the writer uses specific evidence, examples, and statistics and not broad generalizations or personal opinions to persuade the reader that the stated position is a valid one. Each topic sentence for the support paragraphs have been introduced in the beginning paragraph. Each additional sentence must closely relate to the topic and the sentence that came before it. This way, the logic of the argument is easy to follow. 
· Be sure to use adequate transitions between paragraphs as they make it easy for the reader to follow the logic of the presentation. 

· As one closes the essay, it is most important to to clearly redefine the topic and restate the most compelling evidence cited in original form. Remember, this is the last chance to remind the reader and convince him/her to accept the writer's position. 

· Do not introduce new material in the conclusion.
